


FROM THE LOG BOOK

TWINS.... I

1995 recipients of the prestigious
British Airways Eco-Tourism Award, ‘
Whalewatch Kaikoura Ltd of New |
Zealand, have recently commissioned |
two new catamarans for their fleet of
excursion craft. Both new craft are
powered by twin HamiltonJet model
362 waterjets.

The first vessel, at 12.6 metres LOA
with a payload of 45 passengers, has a
maximum speed of 30 knots. The 362
jets are each driven by 309kW Yanmar
6CX(M)-ETE diesel engines.

The second vessel is slightly longer
at 14.5 metres, giving room for 60 pas-
sengers. Twin Mack-Daytona 377kW
diesels power the 362 jets to give this |
vessel a maximum speed of 35 knots.

Some of the key factors why Hamil-
ton waterjets were chosen for these |
vessels include -

*no exposed propellor and low under- |
water noise levels for minimum risk of |
damage and disturbance to marine life.

* low maintenance requirements for |
minimum costs and downtime.

* excellent manoeuvrability for close
quarters viewing of marine life.

* greater load carrying capability and
reduced fuel costs compared to pre-
viously operated gasolene engine/pro-
peller driven craft.

| systems. Steering is by joystick. The
[ control functions of the centre jet are
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TRIPLES.... |

and QUADS

Flyte Ferries have added a new triple
HamiltonJet HM521 jet powered craft
to their fleet. Designed and built by
West Australian yard, Wavemaster In-
ternational Pty., the 31.3 metre "Ocean

ONE OF WHALEWATCH KAIKOURA LTD's
TWIN 362 JET POWERED CATAMARANS
Photo Courtesy Whalewatch Kaikoura Ltd

| have steering and ahead/astern func-

| rangement provides full control of

| Control (RMC) is provided for use on
| the bridge wings and push button elec-

| jets s included.

Following the success of the jet
powered Gulf Crew Boat "Mr.Mel"
which was fitted with quadruple model
HMS571 jets (see JetTorque 5 and
JetBrief 261), operators in the oil rig
servicing industry in the Gulf of Mex-
ico are moving to HamiltonJet propul-
sion systems.

Singapore fast ferry operator, Sea

Flyte" has a payload of 196 passengers
and a maximum lightship speed of 31
knots. The HM
521 jets are
driven by MTU
12V 183 TE92
diesel engines
via ZF model
BW190 reduc-
tion/reversing
gearboxes. [

Propulsion
system control
is affected by a
HamiltonJet
DECS Digital
Electronic
Control Sys-
tem. This mod-
ular microprocessor based system is
customised for this vessel. All the jets

QUADRUPLE HM571 JETS IN THE

43 METRE CREW BOAT "MR.MEL"

Operational experience with
"Mr.Mel" has shown the vessel to be
substantially faster than conventionally
powered crew boats of the same size
and at these higher speeds, better pro-
pulsive coefficients are achieved. The
higher speed allows a quicker turn-
around in trips out to the oilrigs. The
hull, designed
for the higher
speed, has
shown better
ride character-
istics resulting
in less stress to
crews. The
quad jet config-
uration pro-
vides the
operators with a
new level of
flexibility in ves-
sel loading,.

31 METRE WAVEMASTER FERRY 'OCEAN FLYTE'

TRIPLE HAMILTONJET HM521 WATERJETS

So impressed with the performance of
this craft, the operators have another
of these 43 metre long vessels currently
under construction at the Swiftships
yard with yet another on order.

In a variation on the theme, also
recently commissioned is a 41 metre
Crew Boat with a single HMS571 jet
installed between conventional pro-
pellers. Sea trials have shown the jet to
significantly boost top speed and, since
jet power absorption is independent of
boat speed, it can be employed
throughout the transition from slow to
| high speed. Relatively low powered
loitering and manoeuvring capability is
another bonus of the jet system.

tions. Reverse on the outboard jets is
independently controlled by single le-
vers at the helm station which are in-
terfaced with the jets and engine

"mapped" through the control software
to the outer jets so that response to
helm commands is automatic. This ar-

thrust vectoring for all vessel
manoeuvres. A Roving Manoeuvring

tric gearbox shift for backflushing the



