Maritime history has never seen
such rapid growth and emergence of
new concepts in the arena of high
speed surface craft as has been wit-
nessed over the past decade.

Several new designs have allowed
higher speeds and improved ride char-
acteristics; for example the Surface
Effect Ship (SES) and wave piercing
catamaran. Significant advances have
been made in the development of reli-
able high speed marine diesel engines
and gas turbines. Of the propulsion
systems better suited to high speeds,
the waterjet in particular has gained
prominence in the marketplace.

Waterjet propulsion has been a
commercial reality since the early
1950°s. Sir William Hamilton first
navigated a swift flowing New Zealand
high country river in a small wooden
boat in 1953. Since those days, a con-
tinuous research and development
programme has lead to Hamilton
waterjets being acknowledged as a
world leader, with a technically ad-
vanced range of 15 separate models for
power inputs ranging up to 4800kW.

Many thousands of successful
installations all around the world have
provided HamiltonJet with an un-
rivalled level of experience in matching
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waterjet propulsion systems to a wide
range of work and patrol boats and fast
passenger ferries.

It is through the pages of this news-
letter that we would like to share some
of this practical knowledge with you.
This first, and subsequent editions, will
feature a series of articles on both
technical and commercial aspects of
waterjet propulsion which we trust you,
our reader, will find both informative
and interesting.

o 7 A
.
ni

Focus on
Quality

With waterjets being the preferred
propulsion for new-age high speed
passenger ferries and work and patrol
boats,commercial influences demand
reliability and engineering excellence.

HamiltonJet has built its reputation of
providing the best marine jet propul-
sion system in the world on a
philosophy of innovation and excel-
lence.

Each model of jet has
meticuously designed to major
international certifying authority
standards such as A.B.S; Lloyds elc.,
using a combination of top people skills
and computer aided design techniques.
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Our

Total Quality Management
(TQM) programmes ensure that
throughout manufacture, quality as-
surance procedures are built into every
process, not simply left to an inspector
at the end of the line.

Comprehensive testing is carried out
in both our own static closed circuit
water tunnel dedicated to jets and our
test boat equipped with state-of-the-art
electronic data aquisition systems.

Commitment to providing designers
and builders with the optimum
propulsion option drives a rigorous and
demanding research and development
programme closely aligned to trends in
high speed craft design and operation,
all reinforced by one of the most ex-
tensive global logistic support networks
in the industry.
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